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RELIGION BRIEFS

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Saturday, January 6, 2007

Groups joining forces on religious diversity

Nine nonprofit, civic and religious organizations in the Richmond area have joined to form the Consortium for Richmond's Religious History. The project's aim is to expand the public's understanding of Richmond's religious past.

Participating institutions are: A More Perfect Union, Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives, Council for America's First Freedom, Historic Polegreen Church Foundation, Museum of Virginia Catholic History, St. John's Episcopal Church, Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church, Soka Gakkai of Richmond and the Virginia Baptist Historical Society.

The group will develop programs highlighting Richmond's religious history and use those events as forums to explore the value of religious diversity and freedom in the area.

A series of programs will be offered during the year, beginning Jan. 16 at the Library of Virginia from noon to 1 p.m. State archivist Conley Edwards, and Brent Tarter, an editor for the Dictionary of Virginia Biography, will show rarely seen documents leading up to the Statute for Religious Freedom, including the Statute itself. It was the act that first protected religious choice from governmental intrusions, passed by the General Assembly in 1786 and considered the basis for the First Amendment.

The program is free. For more information, contact any of the partnering organizations.

